


Biwako, Japan’s biggest lake,
Giving birth to life and bounty

Boasting both the largest surface area and amount of
water of all Japancse lakes, Biwako is locared abour
10 kilometers east of Kyoto, It has a wotal area of
about 670 sejusire kilometers and a circumference of
abour 235 kilometers. It is one of the most ancient
lakes in the whole world and the oldest in Japan. It
s a rich erosyslem formed in the distant past, and
is a habitar for a remarkable approximarely 1,000
different epecies of plant and animal life. Many of
these are endemic species and can be found
worldwide only in Biwako. It is also a precious
destination for migratory waterfowl, and was
designated as a wetlands on the registry of the

Ramsar Convention in 1993

Biwako is a rare case even in the global conrext; while
a natural haven for wildlife, people have long lived
and worked near its shores. It is a motherly lake

in the sensc that it nurtures the lives of a truly large
population of tish, fowl, flora, and human heings.

Viewed from Biwako, Hieizan awes all with its
splendor. And viewed from Hieizan, Biwako
captivates hearts with the sheer beauty of its
mirrorlike warers. |licizan can be reached from

Kyoto by Eizan Uable Car and Ropeway from the
Yase-Hieizanguchi Stacion, and from Shiga Ly tle
Sakamoro Cable Car or the Hieizan Driveway, which
is also convenient. On any route, the scenery outside
the window can be seen only here and delivers a
special delight.

From ancient times, the touring or pilgrimage routes
from Hieizan to Biwako, and from Biwako ro the
temphes on Hiezan, were popular ones lor dynamic
L'IPI:I"[L‘T[L'L' (lr- '-I]] ElL']TlUTI(.‘i'. Iu:l”‘nifil:unr "'I(!LIT!('JIU'[
sertings and scenic beaury, the soothing sighr of
Biwako's waters, and the profound glow of lights in
holy Buddhist precinces. Now is precisely the time for

an excursion o this sacred Buddhist ground and a
maotherlake in a districe whose enchanting allure
transcends space and time.

Hieizan - at the roots of Japanese Buddhism,
Extolled as a "temple at the foundation of Japanese Buddhism"

Situated on the boundary between Shiga and Kyoto
prefectures, Hicizan forms a beautiful belt of five peaks. [t
stretclves about 16 kilometers oot and south, and s

h ighn:s: pL':ll: 113 Otﬂai.u, which rises 848 meters above sea
level. It constirures a majestic sacred mountain; the whole
of it lies within the precincts of Enryakuji Temple, whose
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kilometers centered around Oobie.

At the foundation of this sacred mountain is Encyakuji
Temple, whose construction dates from 788, when the monk
Saicho, who founded the Japanese school of the Tendai sect
and was posthumously given the title " lengyo aishi” (Crear
Teacher and Transimicer of the Dharma), built the Tehijo-shi
Kanein {which larer became the Konpon Chu-do) here.
Thereafrer, eminent monks such as En-nin, Enchin, and
Ryogen erected numerous other edifices in the three areas of
To-do, Saito, and Yokawa, and the temple prospered.

At its height, Enryakuji was a center of study for more
than 0080 monks and produced many illustrious ones,
including the founders of dilferent sects and schools of
Buddhism, inc]uding Honen, Eisai, Dugun, Shinran, and
Michiren. In this sense, it is truly ar the roows of Japanese
Buddhism. The Tendai monk Jien, whose work is
included in the "Hyakunin Isshu® classic anthelogy of
poems by 100 poets, also revered Higizan as Japan's
foremost moundain, stating, "While there are many
mountains in the world, when we speak of the mountain,
we mean only the hallowed Hielfzan.®

Another of the appeals of Hicizan is its rich natural
enviromment, Pecause it was long a sancruary as a sacred
mountain, it rezains plenty of pristine natural setings
even today. Offering many scenic views, it looks down on
Lake Biwa, the bigpest freshwater lake in Japan, w the
cast, and the streets of Kyoto, the ancient capital, to the
L =1

Visitors are charmed by the twittering of wild birds in spring
and soothed by its clean air, which is eooler than thar in the
plain below, in summer, when the foliage is a brillian green.
ﬁul:umn rns '[I'H: ll'lﬂp].‘: ].l,".l\",'s 5‘_'31‘;!_‘( over '[I'H: wl'lule
mountain, and iz followed by the rranguilicy of winter,
which wraps it in pure white snow. It therefore presents a
different aspect that will surcly delight the senses in any
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Thanks w worldwide recognition of its more than 1,200
years of hisrory and rradivion in this blessed narural
environment, Mount Hiei was inscribed on the list of
UMESCO World Cultural Heritage sites in 1994, In
addirion to admiring its architecrure and art, its neat
precincts are ideal places for casually taking strolls wnder

trees and l:x|s|.urlng historical sites.
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Hieizan Enryakuji Temple

Hieizan Enryakuji
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Yase Momiji-no Komichi

This pailvery unfolds beside Cable Yase Station. As might be

watheiod foom il s, wlibchs incans " livde veail dwough
maple leaves,” it is a perfect choice for admiring the
breathtaking colors of the foliage there in fall. In summer, on
the other hand, strollers refresh themeebves by walking under
the vivid green leaves.
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This # the most important temple building on Mount Hiew [t grew out
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Eﬂni Ko-do of the Ichijo-chi Kan-in (One-vVehicle Meditanion) Temple, which was

i = nH-OI'IFOI'I Chu-do buile by Saicho in 788, It wos deseroved several rimes, and was enlarped
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M Takano River

Tl Takana River is alsor called il Yase River by people lving
in the Yase basin. A walk abong this river bathal in the green
of its narural setting calms heart and mind. It is hard w
belicve that a natural haven of this quality lics so closc to
Koo,
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of the temple’s founding. The lamplight glowing before it has continued
o baren, without being extinguished cven onee, for over 1,200 vears, and

is knowm as the "Eternal Lighe.”
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Biwako

= of tourism in Shiga Prefecrure are all
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B Yanagasaki Lakeside Park

Filled wirh lush greencry, this park is centered arcund Biwako Cesukan and serctches
along the banks of Lake Biwn. On its grounds is an English-style garden that is planted
with roses and other types of Mlowers in step with the change of seasons, Visators are

encouraged o take an exhilaraning sreoll chrowgh the garden a2 breezes waft over from
rhe lake

O Hours April - Septensber: W0am - 600pm. / Dlceober, Mo ber, an

December | 100nm, - 400 pum. / January a

Wil m. - S0p.m

| February: doscd
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Hieizan Enryakuji

I he Dai Kodo (Lireat Locture Hall) developed as a - -
site of study and practice, Mumerous discussions e _Hlﬂﬂl-lj: G
8 rricn by | Igyn-din
and services are held here. The principal image 1 - mNMr‘:,"hr"'i P i
of Dainichi Nyorai (Mahaairocana, the celestial \ : T M
¥ i
: i i 8 F =0 Shuka=hi S
Buddaa). To ies left and right are wooden staes : e i) 18
of the founders of many sects who pursued studies In the middle of this area 1= the St = e _E Bt
lies abour 1 -‘_\ £ ap e o
hesipmaren] s an inportant coloral progeerty by foieded by Ench ) = -
: j ¥ Taamipis, Kegnn Traing O k; | ™
given the ritke "lak — J-h NGO unil
. Mauscloum of Doivenigy
shie), It additic , which ig a hall for 7 To-ce Samnoin Tsmpie Dengyo Daiski .
asceric pracrice, and the Jodoin, 2 mausoleum for Saicho ) -
fisitons will alsa find the Kojirin, a training fecility for | - 2 et
i Restroom | gm ym W Miemichl %P

Amida-do

This traiming hall dedicaved 1o the souls of
ancestors was built in 1937 o commemorate
the grand ritual held ro celebrate the 1,150th
anniversary of the establishmenr of EnryakoulL
Irs principal image is thar of Amida Nyorai
Nimyitheess Digglued, and
wi wof the deparied
hased on "nenbutsu” (chanting of the Buddhe's
name} are performed here. The image is said ro
grant prayers for the repose of ancestral souls,
In front of the hall is a “suikinkuesu™ (a buried
earthen pot into which water is allowed o drip,
aleo called a “water koto), whose bovely melodic
sounds have a duninctively Japanese charm.
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Hokke So Ji-in

This structure was rebualt in 1980 nexe
to the Amidado Hall. Saicho erected
pagodas in six places senoss Japan as
part of his plans for the country's
proeecrion, The cenrml mle in these
plans v played by this Fistern
Paguda iz principal images depict
Dainichi Nyorai and the four other
Nyorai Buddhas, The uppermost tier
hobds a relic of the Buddha and a
handwritten copy of the Lotus Sutra,

ublic where they can expericnce ascctic practices

ons are requined).

Ninai-do

The Hokkedo and the J\r'."n-'du. rwo halls of the same forn, are linked
by a corridor. The name derives from the legend that Benked. a
medicval warrdor monk who had greae serength, onee carried the
corrider on his shoulder ("ninau’). The principal image is that of Fugen
Bosatsu (Samantabhadm Bodhisattva) in the Hokke do on the right (as
viewed from the front) and Amada Myorai in the Jogyo-do on the beft.
The structure has been designated as an imporeane cultural property by
the Japaned: government,

Shaka-do

This is the main hall of the Sakto arca. and is named after the
statue of Shaka MNyorai (Shakyamuni, the historical Buddhal,
wihibch is said to have been carved by Saicho himsell. The Kon-do
toentral hall), which was relocated here from Mii-dern Temple in
Ohesis by the warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi in 1596, after Oda
Nobunaga, another warlond, atacked and set fire 1o Enryakup, i
the oldest of all existing busldings on Mount Hiei. It has been
designated an important culural peoperey by the Japanesse
government

55,

Otsu Port

The port is the terminal for cruises on the lake by the Michigan and other
ships. [t also offers trips on cruise ships and high speed boats to the three
islands in Lake Biwa: Chikubushima, regarded as a sacred sle; Takeshima,

whime entire area is & wmple prevines; and Okishima, which is a thriving =
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Michigan Cruise Courses

Enjoy a lelsurely meal and show on the 90-minure

Enjoy a lighrer excursion around the

lake on the 60-munire

e i \ Yanagasakl
- ; = viichigan Ol ] "
Biwako Otsukan -
‘This cultural taciliey is housed in the main building of the old Lake Biwa En|n',r the nu;rhr View, evering meal il ¥
Hotel, which was built in 1934 and was the first hotel for international and a show on the 90-munire Otsu Port 6
tourias in Shig Prefecture, Known as the “puest house of lake country,” the i . = mm
elegant edifice won the faver of many distinguished visitors from insde and M 1C|'I 1gan N l,f_';]'lr Wervaics Qaur Prirrs Hital

rarsicle Japan. Ir conrsins 2 restaumanr, cafe, gallery, exhibition room, and

anther facilivies. Visiors abso lowee s charming English-sryle garden



Hieizan Enryakuji

Yokawa area

The top of'Mt’ Hlel

Srre ne abour 4 thuard {a, this area wa The summir of Mou liei affords a panoramic, 360-degree view encompassing
wed w En-ni e { the Tendai secr, whose ride is *)ikal barh the streers of Kyore and Lake Biws in Shiga Prefecrure, and overwhelms the

L Xaisbn " et ol ¥ i Mated monka sy i viewet with s Apcc acular beatiry. Decasc it is B4 (= R ve sea level, the

1 For study and i UMOng 1 L I v, Michiren, and [ temperature is £ - 3 degrees lower than on the flatlands of Kyoto and Shiga in

Ev 1 il F | f 1 emnity. The mai summer. The summit is therefore also a papular spot for refreshing respite from

the summerrime hear

H Konpon Nyoho-to T
| = B Garden Museum Hiei

=i| Rigstroom
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Thie 8 the main hall of the Yokawa area, and i aleo known ag the Konpon Kannon-do Hall, [eis The Konpon Myoho-do i 2aid to have

distinguished by ite cvwrall resemblance 1o a sailing ship thanks o its butaisukur” architecture.  originated with 3 emall pagoda buile to held a [Tr—— Ar this lovely museum, vizitors can admine famous po
et The original hall was built in 848 by En-nin, but burned down after being struck by lightning in copy of the Lotus Sutra which En-nin made Fp m,,a,mql % panel printings whose designed was inspired by the ar
; Ohuhdl 1942, Tr was restored in 1971 in conjunction with services ro commemaorare the 1, 150th over 4 period of three years of rerrea after he Bus E30p BB French Impressionises in a garden alive with flowers in bloom. Ir
e AL A TN TR Duivaffvary anniversary of the deach of Saicho. Ir is also 18ch on the new lisz of pilgrimage wmples dedicared  hecame sericnsly ill around age 40, Painred in ElzahCablo Car & 2Fl Pl A also conrains a cafe and museum shop, and is an ideal place for
manks 1o 1 Lasty Pyugaike - — 1o Kannon {(Avalokinesvara, the Budsdhis gosddises of Mency and Comprssion) in western Japan, brilliant vermiliom, the correns strucmne was Eizan Ropeway To Rda raking @ rest or shapping for unigue gifes, The ganden offers
e me ‘ .
a i rom thi E Konpdho-to Lusile im 1925, h excellent views of Lake Piwa oo the city of Koo as well,
; v Garden Muzeum Hiei
Todo Yokaw x L 1 vokawa Chu-ad - £ "_:'w__l‘"__::‘__;- ot oo Admission fee i Hours
5 — g Bl Canzan Daishi-do(Shiki ko-do) ‘ e S g
am i 2 oy ML, Higl Burnmit) o Wi - high schasol 10:00 530 Mo admd fect 500 1
S Dasshi g o Mg . 2 “ - o 3 aalion m L'Hotel do Hie ERibO s of junbor high scho] 000 . = 530 pom. [No admdssion after 5:00 pon]
E]G1ﬁ? A Daishi Ti\‘.l The Shiki Kodo (Lecture Hall) was once the residence of Ryogen, who was given the title “Jie Daishi fotel de Hiel age or over: 1,200 yen e By wiinh
ANz aishi-

(Girear Teacher of Mercy and Favor). He is also known as "Ganzan Dakshi® and revered as o 10th century
restorer of Enryakuji. lis name derives from the face thar, ar the order of Emperor Murakami in 967,
insrrnetion in the Lotus Soem was begun hene for saudenes in each of the oo seasones (Pshiki®) 1 is ala
the birthplace of "k, the Griene-idling slips of gaper iopriedly devisal by Byopen. Visiions can
receive an amuler depicting Tsuno Diishi to use as & carm o wand off demons.
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H Eizan Cuable / Eizan Ropeway T

The n Cahle Car makes i easy ro reach the sommie of Moame Hied from
Yisee. Thee distance of 1.3 kilometers hetveen Calile Yase aimd Cable Hiei
atativis o thie line takes aloat @ minates. At 561 mete, the diffoone in
elevation cver this distance is the greatest in all Japan. Passersers enjoy
pancramic views of Kyoto as well as natural scenery acconted by chermy

B Yumemigaok:

Yumemigai
views in the cdineciions of Kyoto and 1ake Ba
cabe and a real « 3 well s u full Bive of facilities for
children, including a cycle monorail dhat makes riders

lowrkewer povine prowicles specracular

a i b o

Sai-to & Yokawa arcas

“Hin admission afier 30 minures

Acilis: 1,000 yen Adhuilis: 500 yen F00 wan. - 4200 g Mumem b 900 s, - 400 g 2 S - 4 fecl as if they arc pedaling in mid-air.
& : o - 5 3 o : befure closing time. blossoms in spring and scarlet maple leaves in fall. From the serminus of the

Junior and senior high school studenes: 600 yen Junior and senior high school students: 300 yen ecember - Fobruary 9230 a.m. - 400 pom. “Clen T e e ; cable ling, they change to the ropewny for the rest of the journey to the

Elementary school students: 300 yen Elementary school students: 100 yen e o srwowfall et summit, which takes about 3 minutes,
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Shigain Monzeki Temple

Uy umird] the ened of the Fdo era (1603 = 1867, this remple was the
s of priesis who headed ihe Tendai sece ai
Enryakuji. Measuring aboutr 20,000 square meters, the expansive
grounds contain an inner temple, "shoin® study, stonchouse, and other
tacilitics. The temple s particularly noted for the paintings on the
partstions i the guest building by artssts of the Kano school and the
parden designed by Kobori Enchu (Magalazu),

& Adules: 500 yen 9 9:00a.m. 400 p.m.

Taisha Shrine

i Hiyoshi

Said to have been esablished abour 2,100 vears ago, the Hivoshi Taisha

Shrinc is the head shrine of the more than 3,300 Hivoshi, Hic, and

Sano shrines nationwide. It has been designared as a national ereasune

and important cultural preperty by the Jopanese gevernment. [t

grotinds are plantsd with some 300 maple trees, and ot is alio a favorite
spot for viewing autumn colors. In fall, i s thronged with visinors who

coumie fiwr this purpose

 Adules: 500 yen/Junior and senios high echool sudents: 300 yen
& W08 m. - 4:30p.m. frecepeion dosk]

B Sakamoto Cable Railway

The Sakamoto Cable Railway provides transportarion
between Enrvakuiji and Sakamoto stattons inabout 11
minutes and has an operating distance of about £ kilometers,
the longest in Japan for a cable rail Its Cable Enryakuji
Station on Mount Hiel i on the list of 100 prominent
statbons in the Kinki region. Constructed (n 1927, the
venerahle srrcrune homsing Sakamarn Srarion has been
thesiymened

AT

Bl The Stone walls
Constructed by Ano-shu

In Sakamoto, there is a unique stone wall erected by the
hands of a group of masons known as the "ano-shu,” Built by
a technigue called "ano-shu sumi” (anoshu-piling), this wall
consists of natural stones that were deftly fitted and piled on
top of each other, without any working or plastering, and
preserves their narural beaury

I_.Hﬂlt'l LEL' Hi\.‘i

A favorite with gourmands, this suberge-style hotel
iz nestled in a vranquil serving on Mount Hied. Its
pride is irs dishes fusing the culinary culoure ¢
Lake Riwa and rhe Ommi disrrice with French
cuisine, which surpeise and deligh its cusiomers
Tt oaffers o magnificent vicw of the city ol Otsu ar
night and the waters of Lake Biwa reflecting i
rising sun in the morning.

£ 0757010200 (10:008.m. - 5:30p.m.}

*Closed im winter

& harel-hiei jp

B Enry: Kaikan

The Kaikan offcrs lodging chose to Konpon
Chu-do. Ie has a variety of rooms, including some
with a distant view of Lake Biwn, others facing the
hall on which is perched the Monure pavilion in
front of the Konpon Chudo, and et others with a
stand of cedar trees outside the window: It also has
Western-style rooms with regular beds. Ir serves
vegerarian remple culsine, and guests can
CAPCIIETT ascctn |'|||L=iLD.

£ 0775794180 (9000 m. = 5:080p.m.)
& syukulwsjp

Hikk':%l«'n HUEL.‘I

Al rooma in Brwako Hotel have lake vicos, so
pucsts can enjoy Lake Biwa's scencry throughout
their stay. The dishes served in its restaurant are
made with bocally produced ingredients specially
chosen by irs chefs, who cam boast of a menu
tearuring a high degree of freshniess and imbaed
with i sesesomzl (air. The In

s expuipyped] with a
naadural agrt, foee

& 077-524-7111

& www.kcihanhotels-resorta.co.ipd biwakohotel”

B Ovoro-Onsen

Sinomred o the west of Lake Biwa, chis hos
spriny faciliy hus bong been puapular as the
natiiral LT clomost o Kyt All of the
accommodations offer water from the natueal
hot springs. With & pH of 9.0, Ugoto is a
haghly alkaline, simple hot spring whose
waters are said to alloviate neuralga and
muscular pain, among other ailments.

Ogoro Onsen Kanko Park
& 077-578-3750

& www.ogotoonsen.com,”
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Hieizan-Biwaku<Corridor of mountain, water and shine>

https:/fwww hisizan.grjp/
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